[image: image1.jpg](AMPTO BELON()

— GEORGIA —





Tell me more about Camp To Belong Georgia!

Camp To Belong is an international non-profit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to reuniting brothers and sisters placed in separate foster homes or other out-of-home care for events of fun, emotional empowerment and sibling connection.  The volunteer network consists of a mosaic of individuals from all walks of life, including former youth in care, current youth in out-of-home care, foster and adoptive parents, kinship providers, Court Appointed Special Advocates, social workers, teachers, coaches, college students, people who could not imagine life without their siblings, stay-at-home parents and professionals in other government, corporate and community service sectors.  We operate on the assumption that increased volunteer involvement improves the sibling connection opportunities within Camp To Belong related programs and throughout the children’s lives.  

Mission of the Volunteer Network:  To actively, consistently and thoroughly support Camp To Belong Georgia by coordinating and engaging individuals and teams in the enhancement of the Camp To Belong mission and programs.

What Camp To Belong Georgia asks of our Volunteer Network:

1. Contribute insights and information relevant to our mission and programs.

2. Have good intention and be honest.  

3. Love unconditionally, support with sincerity, accept without judgment, give benefit of the doubt and unselfishly jump in the trenches alongside other members of the Camp To Belong family. 

4. Uphold the integrity of Camp To Belong with the highest regard for excellence and ethical pureness. 

5. You have the special privilege of being a role model and actively engaging in facilitating a week long, emotionally empowering week in the lives of many children.  Please take this to heart and give your very best to this responsibility.  

Who are the CTB camp counselors?

Our volunteer counselors are unselfish, compassionate individuals who willingly engage our campers 8 years old and up.  Our site hosts have been passionately involved in the camping business for many years.  They welcome the CTB-GA family with open arms, and we work alongside each other to celebrate the sibling bonds.  
The camp site staff facilitates activities, which may include lake activities, swimming, tubing, wall climbing, ropes courses, sports court, horseback riding, boating activities, and more.  The CTB volunteers oversee all the signature programs for brothers and sisters, such as arts and crafts, life seminar, service learning seminar, birthday party, inspiration forums, campfires and theme events.  We all experience a roller coaster of emotions with unconditional love and mutual understanding, providing lifetime memories for the campers and the counselors.  
While we welcome counselors minimally one year out of high school, generally we are between 21 and 65, full of sincere thoughtfulness, positive energy, insightful wisdom, open acceptance and unending flexibility.  We are former youth in care, foster parents, adoptive parents, social workers, retirees, business folks, trainers, court-appointed special advocates, teachers, engineers, construction workers, doctors, nurses, computer specialists, university students - even sisters, brothers and husbands and wives volunteer together.  We become one big family that believes in the significance of siblings and giving our campers memories to last a lifetime.  All volunteer counselors are interviewed, reference checked and background checked, and all are trained for the CTB summer camp programs.

CTB Volunteer Counselor – requirements and expectations

CTB Volunteer Counselors perform a key role based on trust, empathy and mutual respect for campers, volunteer counselors and host camp staff alike. CTB volunteer counselors are responsible for supporting and encouraging each camper to participate fully in all aspects of camp, allowing campers to gain maximum benefit from their experience.

Requirements:
· Minimum 19 years of age and one year out of high school

· Physical and mental capability for caring for campers 

· Knowledge of camp or camping experience 

· Desire and ability to work with youth outdoors 

· Red Cross Standard First Aid and CPR certification a plus 

· Confidence in attending to the daily needs of the children 

· Ability to maintain a positive cabin environment 

· Skills in encouraging problem solving, group cohesion and building self-esteem 

· Ability to work with volunteers, collaboratively and effectively 

· Patience, adaptability, flexibility and self-control

· Character and integrity

· Enthusiasm and sense of humor

· Safe, child-centered and professional 

Responsibilities:
· Work alongside Lead Counselors, Cabin Counselors, Family Counselors and host camp staff in the development, planning and implementation of camp program activities

· Lead camp programs and other activities as assigned

· Communicate appropriate triumphs and challenges between cabin and family counselors as campers transition

· Ensure health and safety of campers

· Review all camp training manuals/communications and attend camp training prior to camp session

· Interact and support all activities of individual campers and with their siblings
Comments from Veteran Counselor and Chairman of the National Camp To Belong Board:

My experiences at CTB have helped me put context on my own life and give meaning to much of the work I do all year long.  These life changing moments at camp help sustain me while working with the Child Welfare system all year long.   Being a part of CTB is always rewarding, emotionally exhausting, filled with laughter and tears, joy and sorrow, song, and a flurry of activity.  I walk over 18 miles in 5 days when I am at camp.  I cry more times than I expect to.   I take comfort in the company of incredible friends that I have made throughout the years as a volunteer, and I am humbled by how rich my life has become by having the honor of helping in the effort to make a difference in the lives of children.

These children are the strongest young people I have ever met.  They are resilient in the face of adversity and display love when often the world has not given them reason to love. 

If you feel you would like to volunteer, please let us know. We would be happy to provide you with a 2009 camp season volunteer application for your consideration.

Thank you very much for your interest in supporting Camp To Belong Georgia! 

With appreciation,

Debby Carty-Campbell
CTB Director of Volunteer Recruitment
770.317.7837
cartcamp@aol.com 

